Frequently Asked Questions - J.S. Smith
FAQ #15 – Is the resurrection real?


We live in a world that has deified science to the point that even certain hypotheses cannot be questioned without a charge of heresy being leveled. Certainly, the miracles of the Bible and the Genesis creation account defy scientific approval, but the issue of resurrection is at least as difficult. Modernists, even among theologians, are suggesting that this doctrine is impossible and unnecessary. Is the resurrection real? 

The resurrection of Jesus Christ soon after his death and the eventual resurrection to judgment of all mankind is a central tenet of Christianity. It cannot be abandoned without destroying the faith. 

First, the prophet Jesus predicted his resurrection: “I lay down my life that I may take it again … I have authority to lay it down, and I have authority to take it up again” (John 10:17-18). Speaking of the temple of his body, Jesus challenged the Jews: “Destroy this temple, and in three days I will raise it up” (John 2:19-21). If his resurrection did not occur, Jesus is a false prophet and deserving of no adoration or audience (Deuteronomy 18:22). 

Second, the king Jesus only sits upon the throne of David by virtue of a bodily resurrection and ascension into Heaven. The establishment of his kingdom, the church, was predicated upon his breaking through the prison bars of Hades (Matthew 16:16). Peter testified after seeing the risen Christ that death could not hold him in its power (Acts 2:24), but that God raised him from the tomb before his flesh suffered decay (Acts 2:31-33). If Jesus rotted in the tomb, he is not our king as the Bible states (1 Timothy 6:15). 

Third, the high priest Jesus mediates for us in Heaven because he is worthy, having lived a perfect life, died an atoning sacrifice and been raised to enter the holy place which is God’s throne room (Hebrews 9:11-15, 10:10-13). There he is our advocate with the Father (1 John 2:1), ever living to make intercession for his brethren (Hebrews 7:25). 

Belief in our future resurrection is also integral to our faith. If Christ is not raised, our faith is vain, preaching is useless and the dead are all doomed. “If we have hoped in Christ in this life only, we are of all men most to be pitied” (1 Corinthians 15:12-19). 
1. When called the “firstborn from the dead,” Jesus is described as the first to rise from the dead, never to die again. List a few Bible characters who were raised from the dead, but who died bodily again later.
The Shunammite’s son, whom Elisha raised (Second Kings 4:32-37), Lazarus whom Jesus raised (John 11:38-44), the widow of Nain’s son whom Jesus raised (Luke 7:11-17), Jairus’s daughter (Luke 8:49-56).
2. How does the Bible define physical death (James 2:26)? Where does the body go? Where does the spirit go (Luke 16:19-23)?
When the spirit departs the body, it is death. The body goes to the grave, no matter what that means practically, while the spirit goes to hades. 

3. A great fixed gulf separates the two sides of Hades. How do Jesus and Peter describe each side (Luke 16:19-31 and 2 Peter 2:4-11)?
Abraham’s bosom is where the just spend the interim between death and resurrection, awaiting the resurrection to Heaven. It is a place of rest and reward. Tartarus is where the unjust spend this period in chains reserved for the final judgment, or sentencing to Hell. The gulf prevents passage from one side to the other.
4. Where did the spirit of Jesus spend the three days that it was separated from his lifeless body in Joseph’s tomb (Luke 23:40-43, Acts 2:25-28)?
He spent those three days in Paradise of Hades, awaiting his own resurrection.

5. How did the prophet Jesus predict his own resurrection (John 10:17-18, John 2:19-21)? When was it accomplished? How did it fulfill the prophecy of Matthew 16:18?
He said, “I lay down my life that I may take it again … I have authority to lay it down, and I have authority to take it up again.” Speaking of his body, Jesus challenged the Jews: “Destroy this temple, and in three days I will raise it up” (John 2:19-21). He was raised on the Sunday morning following his death when the gates of Hades could hold him no longer.
6. Paul’s first Corinthian epistle provides the longest discourse on the meaning of the resurrection in the New Testament. Read chapter 15; why is it wrong for one to claim to be a Christian while rejecting the resurrection?
The resurrection is fundamental to Jesus’s claim to be the messiah. Our resurrection and hope depend upon his victory over the tomb.

7. How does our resurrection hope destroy the sting of death and strength of sin (1 Corinthians 15:54-57, Hebrews 2:14-15)?
The hope of resurrection means eternal life and an escape from sin and death.

8. What is our duty in light of this hope (1 Corinthians 15:58,                 2 Corinthians 5:1-11?)
We are to be steadfast, immovable and always abounding in the work of the Lord because our hope is not vain, but true. We must be judged pleasing to the Lord.
9. Paul discusses the resurrection of the righteous in First Thessalonians 4:13-18. How will they be summoned from their graves?
A trumpet will sound and Christ will appear in the clouds.
